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QUESTION 1:  HOW DID THE FREEDOM CHARTER PROMOTE A SENSE OF 

NATIONHOOD AMONGST ALL SOUTH AFRICANS? 
 
SOURCE 1A 
 
The Congress Alliance called on all South Africans to send in their grievances and their 
ideas for the kind of South Africa they wanted. This is an excerpt of some of the 
grievances against apartheid. 

  

 
WE CALL THE FARMERS OF THE RESERVES AND TRUST LANDS! 
 
Let us speak of the wide lands and the narrow strips on which we toil. Let us speak of 
the brothers without land and the children without schooling. Let us speak of taxes and 
of cattle and of famine. 
 
LET US SPEAK OF FREEDOM! WE CALL THE MINERS OF COAL, GOLD AND 
DIAMONDS! 
 
Let us speak of the dark shafts and the cold compounds far from our families. 
 

[From: Fifty Years of the Freedom Charter by J Cronin] 
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