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INSTRUCTIONS AND INFORMATION 
 
1. This question paper consists of FOUR questions.   
 
2. Answer ANY THREE questions of 75 marks each.   
 
3. ALL diagrams are included in the ANNEXURE.   
 
4. Leave a line between subsections of questions.   
 
5. Start EACH question at the top of a NEW page.   
 
6. Number the answers correctly according to the numbering system used in this 

question paper. 
  

 
7. Do NOT write in the margins of the ANSWER BOOK.   
 
8. Where possible, illustrate your answers with labelled diagrams.   
 
9. For the paragraph-style question you may refer to ONE idea which you must 

discuss in depth OR you may refer to different ideas which you must discuss 
in less depth. 

  

 
10. Write clearly and legibly.   
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SECTION A:  THE ATMOSPHERE AND GEOMORPHOLOGY 
 
You must answer at least ONE question from this section. 

  

 
QUESTION 1   
 
1.1 Study SOURCE 1.1 on the heating of the atmosphere and answer the 

following questions. 
  

 
 1.1.1 Give ONE term that best describes each of the descriptions below.   
 
  (a) 

 
(b) 
 
(c) 

Energy given off by the sun (A) 
 
Energy given off by the Earth's surface (B) 
 
The ratio of heat reflected by the different surfaces on the 
Earth 

 (1) 
 
(1) 
 
 
(1) 

 
 1.1.2 Some of the heat energy given off by the sun is lost before it 

reaches the Earth's surface. Identify the THREE ways in which this 
occurs by naming X, Y and Z.                                  (3 x 1) 

  
 
(3) 

 
 1.1.3 Name ONE gas that retains heat and increases the temperature of 

the atmosphere. 
  

(1) 
 
 1.1.4 Which gas makes up approximately 21% of the atmosphere?  (1) 
 
1.2 Refer to SOURCE 1.2, which illustrates the layers of the Earth. Give ONE 

term that best describes each of the descriptions below. Write only the term 
next to the question number (1.2.1–1.2.7) in the ANSWER BOOK. The same 
term may be used for more than one answer. 

  

 
 1.2.1 

 
1.2.2 
 
1.2.3 
 
1.2.4 
 
1.2.5 
 
1.2.6 
 
1.2.7 

The outer layer of the Earth that is solid and rigid 
 
The layer that is generally referred to as being soft and pliable 
 
The layer that is liquid and consists of iron and nickel 
 
The layer that is solid and dense and consists of iron and nickel 
 
The layer that is composed of low-density material called peridotite 
 
The layer that is largely made up of granite and basalt 
 
The layer that is divided into sial and sima                               (7 x 1) 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
(7) 
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1.3 Refer to the synoptic weather map in SOURCE 1.3.   
 
 1.3.1 

 
 
1.3.2 

Indicate whether pressure systems A and C are high- or low-
pressure systems respectively.                                      (2 x 2) 
 
Refer to the weather station at B. 

  
(4) 
 
 

 
  (a) 

 
(b) 

Describe the cloud cover.                                                 (1 x 2) 
 
State the wind direction.                                                   (1 x 2) 

 (2) 
 
(2) 

 
 1.3.3 Give TWO points of evidence from the weather station at B that 

indicates that the possibility of rain is high. (2 x 2) 
  

(4) 
 
 1.3.4 What are the lines of equal pressure on this synoptic chart called? 

  (1 x 2) 
  

(2) 
 
1.4 Study the cloud in SOURCE 1.4. 

 
 1.4.1 

 
1.4.2 
 
1.4.3 
 
1.4.4 

Identify the cloud type.           (1 x 2)
   
Describe TWO characteristics of the cloud in FIGURE 1.4.    (2 x 2)                                     
 
Briefly explain how this type of cloud is formed. (2 x 2)       
 
Briefly explain the formation of hail that is associated with the cloud 
in FIGURE 1.4.  (3 x 2)  

 (2) 
 
(4) 
 
(4) 
 
 
(6) 

 
1.5 Refer to SOURCE 1.5 and answer the following questions.   

 
 1.5.1 

 
1.5.2 
 
 
1.5.3 
 
 
1.5.4 
 
 
1.5.5 

Which theory is illustrated in FIGURE 1.5?                             (1 x 2) 
 
Name the scientist that suggested that the Earth's crust moves. 
                                                                                                 (1 x 2) 
 
What was the name of the supercontinent that existed         
approximately 200 million years ago? (1 x 2) 
 
State TWO points of evidence that suggest that Africa and South 
America were once linked.  (2 x 2) 
 
Refer to the theory of plate tectonics and explain why the Earth's 
crust moves.   (3 x 2) 

 (2) 
 
 
(2) 
 
 
(2) 
 
 
(4) 
 
 
(6) 
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1.6 Refer to the information on volcanoes in SOURCE 1.6.   
 
 1.6.1 Give a geographical term for the phrase 'Old Pelee was dead'. 

                (1 x 2) 
  

(2) 
 
 1.6.2 What is the name given to the big hole through which material is 

ejected?                                                                                (1 x 2) 
  

(2) 
 
 1.6.3 State TWO characteristics of Mount Pelee that suggests that it is a 

composite volcano.                                                                (2 x 2)                                                                                            
  

(4) 
 
 1.6.4 Volcanic activity has many positive effects for some areas. How 

can volcanic activity be of value to the economy?             (3 x 2) 
  

(6) 
[75] 

 
QUESTION 2   
 
2.1 Give ONE word/term for each of the follow descriptions by choosing a 

word/term from the list below. Write only the word/term next to the question 
number (2.1.1–2.1.7) in the ANSWER BOOK. Each term may be used more 
than once.  

  

 
 igneous rock;  faulting;  folding; sedimentary rock;  metamorphic rock;  

warping 
  

 
 2.1.1 

 
2.1.2 
 
2.1.3 
 
2.1.4 
 
2.1.5 
 
2.1.6 
 
2.1.7 

Contains fossils 
 
Used in the making of tombstones 
 
Contains precious stones such as diamonds 
 
The Earth's crust is bent into anticlines and synclines 
 
Slight bending of the Earth's crust 
 
The breaking of the Earth's crust 
 
Rocks that form in layers                                           (7 x 1)  

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
(7) 

 
2.2 Refer to SOURCE 2.2, which shows the layers of the atmosphere.   

 
 2.2.1 Into how many layers is the atmosphere divided?                   (1 x 1)  (1) 

 
 2.2.2 Label A, B and C.                                                                    (3 x 1)  (3) 

 
 2.2.3 What is the approximate height of the troposphere?               (1 x 1)  (1) 

 
 2.2.4 In which layer of the atmosphere do cirrus clouds form?        (1 x 1)  (1) 

 
 2.2.5 Name ONE permanent gas found in layer A.                          (1 x 1)  (1) 

 
 2.2.6 In which layer is the ozone layer found?                                 (1 x 1)  (1) 
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2.3 Read the article on global warming in SOURCE 2.3.   
 

 2.3.1 Define the term global warming.                                              (1 x 2)  (2) 
 

 2.3.2 Why are cattle considered to be a greater contributor to global 
warming than motor vehicles?                                                 (1 x 2) 

  
(2) 

 
 2.3.3 Give THREE reasons why cattle are seen as the biggest threat to 

the planet.  (3 x 2)                                                                                              
  

(6) 
 

 2.3.4 Write a paragraph on sustainable ways in which global warming 
can be slowed down.    (4 x 2) 

  
(8) 

 
2.4 FIGURE 2.4A shows the way in which the sun's rays reach the Earth's 

surface. FIGURE 2.4B shows the location of Port Nolloth and Durban. 
  

 
 2.4.1 Is the temperature likely to be higher in area A or B  

(FIGURE 2.4A)?  (1 x 2) 
 (2) 

 
 2.4.2 Give TWO reasons for your answer to QUESTION 2.4.1.      (2 x 2)  (4) 

 
 2.4.3 Port Nolloth and Durban are situated on the same line of latitude, 

(FIGURE 2.4B) but Durban experiences higher temperatures 
throughout the year. Explain why this is the case. (3 x 2) 

  
 
(6) 

 
2.5 Read the newspaper article in SOURCE 2.5 and answer the following 

questions. 
  

 
 2.5.1 Define the term earthquake.                                                    (1 x 2)  (2) 

 
 2.5.2 Name the instrument used to record earthquake tremors.      (1 x 2)  (2) 

 
 2.5.3 What is the term used for the graphic representation of an 

earthquake on paper?  (1 x 2) 
  

(2) 
 

 2.5.4 State ONE consequence of an earthquake with a magnitude of 7,9. 
                                                                                       (1 x 2) 

  
(2) 

 
 2.5.5 What type of boundary forms when two plates of the Earth's crust 

grind against each other?  (1 x 2) 
  

(2) 
 

 2.5.6 Give TWO reasons why scientists predict that an earthquake will 
most likely occur in South Africa, specifically in Durban, in the near 
future.  (2 x 2) 

  
 
(4) 

 
 2.5.7 Why should South Africans be concerned about the possibility of 

such an earthquake in Durban? Give TWO possible reasons for 
this concern.  (2 x 2) 

  
 
(4) 
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2.6 SOURCE 2.6 shows intrusive volcanic features.   

 
 2.6.1 Explain the term intrusive volcanism.                                      (1 x 2)  (2) 

 
 2.6.2 Identify intrusive land features A and B.                                  (2 x 2)  (4) 

 
 2.6.3 State ONE difference, visible in FIGURE 2.6, between features B 

and C.                     (1 x 2) 
  

(2) 
 

 2.6.4 Describe the difference in the formation of a sill and a dyke.  (2 x 2)  (4) 
[75] 
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SECTION B:  POPULATION AND WATER RESOURCES 
 
You must answer at least ONE question from this section. 

  

 
QUESTION 3   
 
3.1 Give ONE word/term for each of the following descriptions by choosing a 

word/term from the list below. Write only the word/term next to the question 
number (3.1.1–3.1.8) in the ANSWER BOOK. 

  

 
 population distribution;  population density;  census;  literacy rate;    

'brain drain';  life expectancy;  birth rate;  infant mortality;  death rate 
  

 
 3.1.1 The number of people that live per square kilometre   

 
 3.1.2 The percentage of people that can read and write   

 
 3.1.3 The loss of professional people from a country   

 
 3.1.4 Shows the spread of people over an area   

 
 3.1.5 The number of children that die per 1 000 people of the population   

 
 3.1.6 The average number of years that a person is expected to live   

 
 3.1.7 A survey done to count all the people that live in a country   

 
 3.1.8 The total number of live births per 1 000 people of the population 

                                                       (8 x 1)                                        
  

(8) 
 
3.2 Refer to SOURCE 3.2 which illustrates the hydrological cycle. Replace the 

letters A to G in the statements below with the correct geographical terms. 
  

 
 3.2.1 A is the largest reservoir of water on Earth.   

 
 3.2.2 B is the process whereby water changes to water vapour.   

 
 3.2.3 C is the process whereby water vapour changes to water.   

 
 3.2.4 D is any form of moisture released from the atmosphere to the 

Earth's surface. 
  

 
 3.2.5 E is water that flows on the Earth's surface after it has rained.   

 
 3.2.6 F is the process whereby moisture is released from plants into the 

atmosphere.     
  

 
 3.2.7 G is the process whereby water reaches the groundwater. (7 x 1)  (7) 
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3.3 Refer to SOURCE 3.3 that shows the population characteristics of Brazil.   
 

 3.3.1 Is Brazil a developed or developing country?                   (1 x 2)  (2) 
 

 3.3.2 Give ONE reason for your answer to QUESTION 3.3.1.         (1 x 2)  (2) 
 

 3.3.3 Give TWO possible reasons for the high birth rate in Brazil.  (2 x 2)  (4) 
 

 3.3.4 Discuss the negative impact of a rapid population growth rate on 
Brazil. (2 x 2) 

  
(4) 

 
 3.3.5 Suggest TWO methods that Brazil can use to reduce the rapid 

population growth in their country.                                           (2 x 2)                                                                     
  

(4) 
 
3.4 Refer to SOURCE 3.4 and answer the following questions.   
 

 3.4.1 Identify the type of migration taking place in FIGURE 3.4.      (1 x 2)  (2) 
 

 3.4.2 Name TWO push factors resulting in people leaving their farms. 
   (2 x 2) 

  
(4) 

 
 3.4.3 State TWO problems experienced by a city as a result of people 

moving there. (2 x 2) 
  

(4) 
 
 3.4.4 Discuss TWO methods that can be used to reduce the number of 

people who leave their farms.  (2 x 2) 
  

(4) 
 
3.5 Refer to SOURCE 3.5 showing the importance of oceans.   
 

 3.5.1 How do ocean currents form?                                            (1 x 2)  (2) 
 

 3.5.2 Explain the wonder of the ocean by discussing:    
 

  (a) 
 

(b) 

The ocean as a source of moisture                                   (2 x 2) 
 
The role of the ocean in world trade                                  (2 x 2) 

 (4) 
 
(4) 

 
 3.5.3 Discuss how oceans influence the climate of South Africa.   (2 x 2)  (4) 

 
 3.5.4 Human activities cause serious marine pollution.   

 
  (a) 

 
(b) 

Identify TWO ways in which ships pollute the ocean.      (2 x 2) 
 
Discuss the  negative impact of pollution on the ocean. (2 x 2) 

 (4) 
 
(4) 
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3.6 Read the newspaper article in SOURCE 3.6.   
 

 3.6.1 What does exploitation of fish stocks mean?                          (1 x 2)  (2) 
 

 3.6.2 Describe ONE of the problems associated with fish losses. (1 x 2)  (2) 
 

 3.6.3 Suggest TWO ways in which the fishing industry can be regulated 
so that it becomes and remains sustainable.                          (2 x 2) 

  
(4) 
[75] 

 
QUESTION 4   
 
4.1 Study the two population pyramids in SOURCE 4.1. They represent two 

different countries. Indicate which pryamid, A or B, is referred to in each of 
the descriptions below. 

  

 
 4.1.1 The country with high birth and death rates   

 
 4.1.2 The country showing a slow population growth   

 
 4.1.3 A triangular population pyramid   

 
 4.1.4 The country with a high life expectancy   

 
 4.1.5 The country with a large number of young people   

 
 4.1.6 The country with a large number of adults   

 
 4.1.7 The country with a high life expectancy for females older than 80 

years (7 x 1)                                                                        
  

(7) 
 
4.2 Study the flood hydrograph in SOURCE 4.2 and answer the following 

questions. 
  

 
 4.2.1 State the peak rainfall recorded on the flood hydrograph.       (1 x 1)  (1) 

 
 4.2.2 State the peak discharge recorded on the flood hydrograph.  (1 x 1)  (1) 

 
 4.2.3 Give the term that describes the time difference between the peak 

rainfall and the peak discharge.                                               (1 x 1) 
  

(1) 
 

 Choose the correct answer in brackets in QUESTIONS 4.2.4–4.2.7.   
 

 4.2.4 The peak discharge occured at approximately (00:50/01:50). (1 x 1)  (1) 
 

 4.2.5 X refers to the (base flow/rising limb). (1 x 1)  (1) 
 

 4.2.6 Y refers to the (falling limb/infiltration rate). (1 x 1)  (1) 
 

 4.2.7 The stream resumed its normal flow at (midnight/midday) on day 
(one/two).  (2 x 1) 

  
(2) 
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4.3 Refer to the information on HIV/Aids in South Africa in SOURCE 4.3.   
 

 4.3.1 Define the term death rate.                                                      (1 x 2)  (2) 
 

 4.3.2 Comment on, and give a possible reason for, the trend in the child 
mortality rate between 2000 and 2010.                                   (2 x 2) 

  
(4) 

 
 4.3.3 Give TWO reasons why South Africa has such a high level of 

HIV/Aids-related deaths.                                                          (2 x 2) 
  

(4) 
 

 4.3.4 Discuss TWO measures that can be put in place to reduce 
HIV/Aids-related deaths in South Africa.                                 (2 x 2) 

  
(4) 

    
4.4 Read the excerpt below and answer the questions that follow.   
 
 REFUGEES FLEE SA ATTACKS 

 
John left Zimbabwe hoping for sanctuary in South Africa. Now he fears for his 
life. 'I left home to try and support my family. But it is better to starve at home 
than to die here.' A mob had attacked him in Johannesburg. They took all his 
belongings. 

  

 
 4.4.1 Explain the meaning of the following terms:   
 

  (a) 
 

(b) 

Refugee                                                                            (1 x 2) 
 
Xenophobia                                                                      (1 x 2) 

 (2) 
 
(2) 

 
 4.4.2 Name any ONE other African country (excluding Zimbabwe) from 

where South Africa attracts refugees. (1 x 2) 
  

(2) 
 
 4.4.3 Give TWO possible reasons why Zimbabweans leave their country. 

   (2 x 2) 
  

(4) 
 
 4.4.4 Explain why many South Africans do NOT want refugees in the 

country.                                                                                    (2 x 2) 
  

(4) 
 
 4.4.5 State ONE positive impact that refugees might have on South 

Africa.                                                                                      (1 x 2) 
  

(2) 
 
4.5 Read the newspaper extract on flooding in SOURCE 4.5.   
 
 4.5.1 What caused the flooding in Limpopo?           (1 x 2)  (2) 
 
 4.5.2 Name ONE other factor, excluding the one mentioned in 

QUESTION 4.5.1, that can cause flooding.                     (1 x 2) 
  

(2) 
 
 4.5.3 State TWO damaging effects of the floods that occurred in 

Limpopo.                               (2 x 2) 
  

(4) 
 
 4.5.4 Explain why flooding is usually associated with:   
 

  (a) 
 

(b) 

Higher food prices                                                            (2 x 2) 
 
The spread of cholera (a waterborne disease)                (2 x 2) 

 (4) 
 
(4) 

 



Geography/P1                                                           12                                                                     DBE/2012  
                                                                 NSC – Grade 10 Exemplar 

Copyright reserved   

 
 
4.6 SOURCE 4.6 shows a summary of the demand for water in different sectors 

in 1996, and the estimated demand for 2030. 
  

 
 4.6.1 Name the sector that uses the largest volume of water.      (1 x 2)  (2) 
 
 4.6.2 Explain why the sector mentioned in QUESTION 4.6.1 has such a 

high demand for water.                                                            (2 x 2) 
  

(4) 
 
 4.6.3 State the total percentage increase in the demand for water in the 

sector mentioned in QUESTION 4.6.1.                                   (1 x 2) 
  

(2) 
 
 4.6.4 Discuss THREE government initiatives that can be used to secure 

South Africa's scarce water supply in the future.                     (3 x 2) 
  

(6) 
[75] 
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